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The journey of a thousand miles is said to begin with a step. The journey to the simplified Na�onal Gender Policy (NGP) 2021 – 2026 began with the unwavering support and 
commitment of the Nigerian Government to promote gender equality and advance the rights of women. The dedica�on of the Government of Nigeria to the cause has been the key to 
shaping the development and   implementa�on of the Na�onal Gender Policy.

WRAPA extends its sincere apprecia�on to the Federal Ministry of Women Affairs and   par�cularly the Hon. Minister for Women Affairs, Dame Pauline Tallen, CON, OFR, KSG, for   her 
invaluable leadership. The guidance and exper�se of the leadership of the Gender Department through the revision of the Na�onal Gender Policy was instrumental to the emergence 
of a document that was worthy of simplifica�on. Their deep understanding of gender-related issues made the WRAPA-FMWA NGP implementa�on partnership efficient and 
produc�ve. 

WRAPA acknowledges the sustained and generous support and collabora�on of the MacArthur Founda�on in Nigeria in their acceptance of the lo�y idea of simplifying the revised 
policy. Their financial assistance and strategic insights have been instrumental in enabling a thorough process of stakeholder engagements towards popularizing and simplifica�on of 
a cri�cal policy document for promo�ng gender inclusion and accountability.  Men�on must be made of Dr. Amina Salihu, Deputy Director MacArthur Founda�on, for her keen 
supervision and technical support throughout the NGP processes.

Gra�tude and commenda�on are also extended to the dedicated team of NGP Consultants ably led by Prof. Olabisi Aina who availed and demonstrated exper�se, passion, and   
countless hours of hard work to shape the content and structure of the Simplified   Na�onal Gender Policy. The process of simplifica�on also benefi�ed from the exper�se of An�nuke 
Odukoya, Temitope Banso, Amina Alhassan, and Victor Ibim Boma. 

Also notable are the contribu�ons of the WRAPA MacArthur supported Improving Electoral Integrity   and   Accountability (IEIA) Project Cohort members; Nigeria Women Trust Fund 
(NWTF), Women Advocates Research and Documenta�on Centre (WARDC), Women in Poli�cs Forum, (WiPF), 100 Women Group, Elect Her, Na�onal Coali�on on Affirma�ve Ac�on 
(NCCA), GERCON, and the Gender Technical Unit (GTU). There are also the commendable roles played by IEIA project state level NGP Partners; Civil Resource Development and 
Documenta�on Centre (CIRDDOC), Advocacy Nigeria, Kebetkache Research and Documenta�on Centre, Interna�onal Women's Communica�on Centre (IWCC); in popularizing the 
revised NGP at the grassroots level.

The contribu�ons of WRAPA staff members to the NGP simplifica�on exercise especially the IEIA project implementa�on team are acknowledged and commended. The inputs and 
guidance of the project technical team led by Wumi Asubiaro Dada and supported by Anisah Ari, Oluwayemisi Nathaniel, Zainab Abdurasheed, Paul Adama, Habiba Ahmed, Jovita 
Chehchet, and Shafi'u Barde are appreciated and commended. The unwavering dedica�on, diligence and collabora�ve spirit of the teams have been vital in bringing the simplifica�on 
exercise to frui�on.

Finally, WRAPA would like to extend its deepest apprecia�on to all those who have contributed to the development of this Simplified Na�onal Gender Policy (NGP) 2021 – 2026 as an 
essen�al tool for the transforma�on of the Nigerian society into one that values and upholds the rights and dignity of all.

Saudatu Mahdi MFR
Secretary General
Women's Rights Advancement and Protec�on Alterna�ve (WRAPA) v
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The MacArthur Foundation's On Nigeria program is happy to support the National Gender Policy (NGP) of Nigeria, 2023. We have followed the review process through the technical 

support of our team members to the Federal Ministry of Women's Affairs. We are equally thrilled with the foresight and confidence of our grantee partner WRAPA in proposing a 

collaborative dissemination and awareness-raising strategy to ensure the gender policy is widely known, understood, and applied by internal and external stakeholders. 

Of utmost importance to the On Nigeria program is how our investment enhances the quality of life of people experiencing poverty. We know from the literature and the observation of 

reality that a bit of investment in the quality of lives of women and girls can make a massive difference in the quality of life of whole communities. Investing in women closes the gender gap 

and benefits the economy and society. 

A policy is a set of guidelines or principles that informs the direction of practice and action to improve citizens' lives. In this case, poor citizens outside of, or on the fringes of, power, access, 

and opportunity due to their gender and socialization. Sadly, the majority of these are women and girls. Hence the expression 'feminization of poverty' because poverty wears a feminine 

(woman's) face since 3 in 4 poor people are likely to be impoverished women. Bringing awareness to the well-prepared and reasoned national gender policy is a worthy investment in 

ensuring that all stakeholders, including women and their communities, receive the best services and the equitable outcomes and opportunities they deserve. 

While policy or, indeed, law is a necessary but insufficient condition for change, they can get us started along the road to making suitable investments. They give us the means to understand 

the government's intentions or hold them to account. However, to make the policy effective, the intended beneficiaries must vigilantly keep watch over the faithfulness of policymakers to 

all policies. In this case, not just women and girls but also all lovers of justice and equity must ask, how well is the national gender policy being implemented? How is it being adapted at the 

state level? What outcomes do we see and wish to sustain? What gaps remain to be filled?

There are certain ingenious features of the present revised national gender worth mentioning. First is the time stamp 2021-2026, which heralds the need to continue to evolve the policy 

and keep a 5-year review timeline window in view, thereby ensuring that emerging issues and trends are reflected in a manner that upholds their relevance to shaping policy. Perhaps, we 

would also avoid the 16-year hiatus of the review of the 2006 policy, which was only revised in 2022.

Of equal importance is the evolving role of the Ministry of Women's Affairs (MWA) as a facilitator of resources for gender equity across all ministries, departments, and agencies seeking 

gender equity and social inclusion, and not just a ministry for women working in a silo. The MWA remains essential not because it is a symbol of Nigeria's commitment to gender equity and 

social inclusion but because it evidences the comprehension Nigeria brings as a country genuinely committed to levelling the playing field and erasing exclusion, discrimination, and 

discontent. We must remember the UNDP warning that a development ungendered is endangered. 

A third innovation is a deliberate communication strategy woven around the NGP to make it accessible to various communities in a simplified English version with visuals, which will also be 

available in local languages; it is an excellent start to securing the ownership of the NGP, which we need to test and push a good policy forward. 

Kole Ahmed Shettima 

Africa Director 

The John D, and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation 

Abuja 
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As we celebrate a momentous occasion of a dream come true: the Revised National Gender Policy (NGP) 2021 to 2026 unveiling, I want to commend 
H. E. President Muhammadu Buhari, GCFR for his support in ensuring the realization of the Policy. The role played by my colleagues in the 
unanimous approval of the Policy by the Federal Executive Council is a testament of the commitment to mainstream gender in all facets of 
Nigeria's National Development. 

Leading to this milestone, I want to place on record the commitment and support of the African Development Bank (ADB), the MacArthur 
Foundation and all other donor development partners. Their contributions represent significant steps helping to the achievement of gender 
equality while also empowering individuals, regardless of gender, to realize their full potential.

For years, we have strived to create a society where every citizen can thrive, regardless of their gender. While progress has been made, we recognize 
that there is still much work to be done. The Revised NGP as a tool, will build upon this  to guide us to a more inclusive, equitable, and just future. 
leaving no one behind. The policy recognizes the importance of engaging men and boys as allies in the journey towards gender equality. It 
addresses the multifaceted challenges faced by our women and girls. The Policy emphasizes the need to eliminate all forms of discrimination, 
violence, and harmful practices against women and girls, and critically it underscores the importance of equal access to quality education, 
healthcare, and economic opportunities for all. It also promotes the active participation of women in decision-making processes, recognizing their 
invaluable contributions to governance and policymaking.

As we embrace and call for the implementation of this policy, we must remember that achieving true gender equality requires collective efforts. 
This calls for collaboration between the government, civil society, the private sector, the donor and development community; to continue to 
promote gender equality in our workplaces, schools, and communities. I call on duty bearers in Ministries, Departments and Agencies (MDAs), 
family and community stakeholders and citizens in general to use this copy to familiarize themselves with the Revised policy, take ownership of it 
and support the calls for its implementation.

I commend the Women's Rights Advancement and Protection Alternative (WRAPA) and all those who worked tirelessly to develop this simplified, 
comprehensive and forward-looking version of the policy. Your dedication to promoting gender equality and social justice is inspiring. Nigerians 
look forward to a translation of this simplified version into some Nigerian languages in order to drill down awareness, uptake and demand for the 
implementation of the Revised National Gender Policy (NGP) 2021 to 2026.

Dame Pauline K. Tallen, CON, OFR, KSG 
Honourable Minister of Women Affairs 
2023
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